
Johannes Schwalm Historical Association
JSHA Hessian Certificate Program

In. : t r t tct igns.for Cotnplct ing an Appltccrt ion lor a ( 'ert i - l icct te o.f  l legi .strsl ictn crs a De.scenclant o.f  cr

Gellctn Atxilictrl 'Soldicr ("Hes,tian") who ctrrivccl in North Americct in service to lhe British Croun.

ant l  v 'ho rcntct inecl  in Norlh Americct al  lhe concltrs ion o/ the l lavolut ionarv War.

G c n e r a l  G u i d c l i n e s  - - - - - -

l .  ELIGIBILITY to receivc a Ccrtr f icatc of Rcgistrat ion. thc appl icaut must prove his or her l incal

descent f iom a German Soldier uho remaincd in North Amorica aftcr the Rcvolut ionar\ ' \ \ 'ar.

2.  The direct ions and thc Ccrt i f icatc norkshect is non' included on the r lebsi te.  unu' . jsha.org. under

Hossian Ccrt i f icate sect ion. State the ful l  namc of the Appl icant to uhom the ccrt i f icatc is to bc

issued. Also state thc name and othcr identifving facts for the Solider from u'hom the applicant is

dcscended.

3. BEFORE YOU COMPLETE THE APPLICATION studl ' the appl icat ion careful l l  and asscmble al l

rcquired documcntat ion. A uorking copl,of  the appl icat ion is provided for vour usc. You mav also

photocopv the or iginal  i f  vou uish addit ional rvorking copies. I f  possible. t lpc the appl icat ion ustng

a f rcsh  b lack  t rpcur i tc r  r ibbon.  Houover .  as  t rpcur i tc rs  a re  inc rcas ing l l  becoming ar t t iq t rc
cr.rr iosi t ics.  ]ou ma\ also careful l l  pr int  the appl icatron.

.+. FILLING IN THE APPLICATION

a. Fi l l  in CITY/COUNTY/STATE as complctel l  as knorvn.

b. Use tuo lct tcr USPS statc abbreviat ions or standard abbrcviat ions and slashes to present the
data as "Reading/Bcrks/PA" or " / /Bcrks/PA." i f  c i t r  is not knoun. I f  the ci t l  is knoun i t  should
alsavs be possible to identifv the countr. thc latter bcing gencralll 'morc ir-nportant rvith rcspect

to vi tal  records.

c.  Use FULL NAMES. as knoun. and l ist  r . r ives by their  rnaiden names. I f  a u' idou. or

remarr icd. shon' rnaidcu nanle in parcnthesis.  c.g. "Marv Jane (nce Jones) Smith."  I f  marr icd

more than oncc shou as. "Marv Jane (ncc Jones) Smith/Whrtc."  etc.

d. Aftcr thc f i rst  gencrat ion. placc t i re namc of the parent/anccstor through uhom the l incage is

clarmed f i rst  rcgardless of gcndcr.

c.  I f  an appl icant is a dcsccndant of an anccstor lhose descent from a German Soldicr u 'as
provcu b1'a prer iouslv accepted appl icat ion. dcscent onl l 'needs to be proved from that
auccstor to themselvcs. Thc pr ior ccrt i f icate nurnber rrust be recorded in thc proper space on
the appl icat ion and a cop) '  of  thc Cert i f icate must bc includcd.

f. No proofs or lineages should be presented beyond the German Soldier.
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,5.  WHEN THE APPLICATION IS COMPLETED. submit the appl icat ion ni th copies of supporl ing
evidence. appropriatclr  labeled as to sourcc and relevant gcncrat ion.

a. Do not scnd or iginal  support ing documents.

b. Al l  documcnts become propert \-of  thc Johannes Schn'alm Histor ical  Associat ion.

c.  Mai l  to:  JSHA Cert i f icate. P.O. Box 127. Scot land. PA 17254

6.  PROCESSING TIME FOR A PROPERLY COMPLETED APPLICATION u i l l  normalh 'be  th rcc
to sir  months unlcss di f f icul t ics art :  encol lntered.

7. SUPPORTING EVIDENCE IN A FOREIGN TONGUE l f  a document is not in Engl ish i t  should be
accompanied b1 a translation as n ell as a clear transcription if handn-ritten. Thc most generallv
encountered documents in this categorv ui l l  be in German. Frcnch. or Lat in.

8. FEES A fce of $35.00 must accon-rpanr the completed appl icat ion.

Document ing  Your  App l ica t ion

PRIMARY SOURCES arc solrrcos contcmporarr n, i th thc evcnt of rccord. The best ones n'ould havo
becn completed b1'a partr  ui th no dlrect interest in the truth of the information. c.g.a countv clerk.
although this lack of dircct intcrcst mar also producc indifference to properll ' recording thc data.
Although generallr, thc bcst and most acceptable sources. even thev mav contain errors. For instance a
mothcr mav not har c accuratclv stated the identrtv of a father in a birth certificatc or baptismal rccord.
or a clerk rnav havc mis-transcr ibed a n, i l l  or deed. Photocopies of pr imarl  sol l rces are also considcrcd
pnmarv sol l rces.

Wherever possible use the fol lowing:

Source Where to Search

Birth & Marr iage Locat ion rra\ var\ ' -  but general lv ni l l  bc found at the Countv and State level"
Records or at thc toln lcvel in thc Northeast. Copics of birth ccrtificatcs must bc

providcd for anr brrth after about 1920.

Dcat lr  Rccords Gcncral lv avai lable at the statc level.  Thcv are pr imart 'evidence of facts relat ing
to dcath. but ui l l  general l f  include names of spouse and parer-r ts.  for nhich ther
are .sacondar-r cr.' idcnce. AlthoLrgli ,secondarr. thev are often the best. and onll
official. sollrce for parentagc.

Biblc Rccords Mar bc contcmporaneol ls.  but of tcn includc lat tcr notat ion of pnor cvcnts. For
cxample. ar,  individual mar include his bir th.  and marr iagc date. as uel l  as his
parcntage in a Bible he begins as an adult. Houcvcr. a rccord of thc birth of a
couplc 's chi ldren is often a pr imarr record. The rel iabi l i t r  is of ten good. but
must bc considered careful l r . .

Church Rccords Thc church u'here the cvcnt occurrcd" or ccntral rcpositorics. n,il l oftcn contain
bapt isrnal.  marr iagc or bur ial  rccords.
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Probate Rccords County Clerk offices. Prothonotarv officcs. or cquivalent: in the Northcast ma\

bc in Toun Rccords. Older rccords mar'have bcen transferred to State

Repositor ies- or micro-copics mav bc found thcrc. These inch-rde ui l ls-

guardianships. records of probatc or administration. estatc divisions- ctc.

Census

Tax Records

Land Records
(Dce ds)

Generally Federal but may include State, County, or even Town. Federal

Census records prior to 1850 are not useful for proving family relationships

unless supported by other records and careful analysis.

Generally available at the County level, or Town in New England.

Available at the County Register of Deeds, or equivalent. They may
shou rcsidencr. parcntage. or marital rclat ionship.

SECONDARY SOURCES arc sourcos other than primarr,ones and \\ere not creatcd atlabout thc time of

an cvcnt.  Thel maf includc pLrbl ishcd transcr ipt ions or compi lat ions of pr imarv sources. As such their

value depends upon thc ski l ls of  thc corrpi lcr.  the sources consulted. and the rel iabi l i t r .of  the pr imarv

soLlrce. Ther mal' also includc official sollrces crcated aftcr the primarv cvent. For instance a delal'ed

birth ccrtificatc is not aprin-rarv proof of birth orparentage. but mav bc the bcst and perhaps onl1'proof-

and has the added ueight of bcing an official document. Thev ma] or nta)'not bc acccptable as proof.

Sott rc e Where to Sesrch

Bible Records

Obituar ie s

Tombstone
I r-rscriptions

Ncu'spapcr Clippings Sce "Obituaries" above .

Con-rpilations and Gcncrallr' acceptable. often uscful. but shor-rld be used as a source to
Abstracts find the primary reference wherever possible.

Published Art icles If  published in respected genealogical or historical journals, and supported
by references with careful analysis, they can prove invaluable.

Citv and Countv Often available in local and state Libraries/Directorics

Scc Primarv Sources above. Include photocopies of title page as ncll as pages

rvith rclc,u'ant data. Also include name of current holder of Biblc.

Should bc dated rvith source qiven. State and local libraries often include
microf i lm copies.

Includc photo and/or exact transcriptions ri ith location of
tombstonc.

HELPFUL SOURCES OF UNCERTAIN RELIABIL ITY inc ludcs .

o Familr  Histor ics. Genealogics. Farr i l l  Group Sheets- and Intcrnet Rcferenccs

. Count) Portrai t  and Biographical  Histor ics

. Personal Paoers

Page 3 of4



These sol l rccs arc onlr ,as rcl iable as thosc rvho prepared them. Thcl of ten are prepared rvi thout

support ing rcferences. and thus arc of cven morc unccrtain rel iabi l i t l ' .  THIS DOCUMENTATION

wiLT- xor ep ACCEPTED AS THE oNLY SOURC]E OF PROOF FOR ANY GENERATION

A NOTE REGARDING GENEALOGICAL PROOFS

Toda1. thc standard for a gonealogical  proof is lcss str ingcnt than that for convict ion in a cr iminal t r ia l .

"gui l i  bclond a reasonablc doubt-" but groater than that f rcquent lv appl icd in a civ i l  sui t-  $ 'herc a lur\

' lust dccidc 1ihich of tuo opt ions is morc l ikcl)  to be true. In this casc- i f  one side is favored b1'51%

and the other b1 49%- the dccision is in f-avor of thc 517u. Genealogical  proof requircs a higher star-rdard

Thus. thc mcrc clain of a possiblc relat ionship or r :ven a plobg,bl t  onc ( i f  the probabi l i t f  is -51%) is

insuff ic icnt.  A detai lcd discussion of this highl l  important quest ion. and that of  c i t ing rottr  sourccs- is

bcyond the scope of these guidel ines. Hou'ercr.  thr:  intcrestcd appl icant is referred to.

Board for Certification of Gcnealogists.'t 'he RCG (lenealogtcol Standard.s Manual Orern- Utah:

Anccs t rv  Pub l ish ing .  2000.

( 'h icc tgo  Mctn tur l  o . l -S t1 ' lg .  l5 ' l 'Ed i t ion .  Ch icago.  Unrvers i t l ' o f  Ch icago Press .2003

Greenrrood. Val D. ' l 'he Rc.sectrchct ' .s Gtt ic le to Arnericcrn ( iencolr tgv.3 Edit ion. Balt imore:

Genea log ica l  Pub l ish ing  Co.  2000.

Mil ls.  El izabeth S. Evi iancet ( ' i tcr t ion ancl Ancrlv,vis. / i t r  the l"amily Hi.stor isn. Balt imore:

Genca log ica l  Pub l ish ing  Co.  I997.

DISCLAIMER

JSHA does not endorse any specif ic genealogists or organization that does genealogy research

Listed below are only a few of many sources for research.

professional Genealogists can be found l isted under Association of Professional Genealogists

w\,vw.apgen.org among other Genealogical Societies, such as State and Local Historical

Societ ies.  Church of  the Lat terDay Saints  Fami ly  His tory  Centers and many l ibrar ies have

genealogy reference sections and there is a large amount of history and documents online.
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